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Centre for
Economic and Social
Information
OPI/CESI NOTE IWY/26
24 April l975
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
ON THE
WORLD CONFERENCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN ' S YEAR

WHAT?
The World Conference of the International Women's Year will be the first major
intergovernmental conference devoted to the subject of women's role in society ever
held.
WHO WILL ATTEND?
All States will be invited to participate in the Conference and to
send one head of delegation, two representatives and alternate representatives and
advisers .
WILL ALL DELEGATES BE WOMEN?
The Economic and Social Council has called for "equitable representation of women and men" in its resolution concerning the Conference
[i85l (LVI)]. The Secretary-General of the Conference, Mrs. Helvi Sipila, hopes that
both women and men will be included in national delegations.
WHAT OTHER BODIES HAVE BEEN INVITED?
All organizations in the United Nations system
have been invited to the Conference, as well as a number of intergovernmental organizations outside the system (for the list see E/56O5 paragraph 34) .
By decision of the General Assembly of lO December l974 [resolution 3276 (XXIX.l7
national liberation movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity and the
League of Arab States will also be invited to send observers.
The Economic and Social Council
CAN MEMBERS OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS ATTEND?
decided in January l975 that it would review the list of organizations interested in
attending the Conference at its spring session. Some 165 organizations have indicated
to the Secretary-General that they would like to receive invitations. The Council
will review this list this month. (For list see E/1636 and Add.l.)
WHEN WILL THE CONFERENCE BE HELD?

l9 June to 2 July 1975.

WHERE WILL THE CONFERENCE BE HELD?
The Conference will convene at the Conference
area of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs at Tlatelolco, Mexico City.
The provisional agenda of the Conference has been
WHAT SUBJECTS WILL BE DISCUSSED?
issued in document E/CONF.66/1. There are five substantive items as follows:
- - The objectives and goals of International Women's Year:
and programmes;

present policies

-- The involvement of women in strengthening international peace and eliminating
racism and racial discrimination;
(more)
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-- Current trends and changes in the status and roles of women and men, and
major obstacles to be overcome in the achievement of equal rights, opportunities and
responsibilities;
The integration of women in the devel opment process as equal partners with men;
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The World Plan of Action.
HOW WILL THE WORK OF THE CONFERENCE PROCEED?
There will be a plenary session and
two Committees of the Whole. The Plenary Se ssion will di scuss i n a gener al debate
the objectives and goals of International Women's Year , pr e s ent policies and programmes,
as well as the involvement of women in strengthening international peace and the elimination of racism and racial discrimination. One Commmittee of the Whole will consider
current trends and changes in the status and roles of women and men, and major obstacles
to be overcome in the achievement of equal ri ghts, opportunities and responsibilities.
The same Committee will also take up the question of the integration of women in the
development process as equal partners with men. The other Committee will discuss the
World Plan of Action. Thus, there will be three meetings going on simultaneously -the Plenary and two Committees of the Whole. The First Committee will develop he
World Plan of Action. The Second Committee will develop action proposals on points
under its discussion. The action sought is for women everywhere although the priorities
will naturally differ.
WHAT WILL HAPPEN ON THE OPENING DAY?
The Secretary-Ge~eral of the United Nations will
open the Conference on 19 June and deliver an address. Dr. Luis Echeverria Alvarez,
President of Mexico, will also address the Conference at the opening meeting followed
by the election of the President of the Conference, and a statement by the SecretaryGeneral of the Conference, Mrs. Helvi Sipila.
Other items to be dealt with on the first day are :
Adoption of the rules of procedure;
Adoption of the agenda;
Establishment of committees and organization of work;
Election of officers other than the President;
Appointment of the Credentials Committee.
DOCUMENTATION FOR THE CONFERENCE:
Five main basic documents have been prepared for
the Conference and will be issued in the five language s of the Conferenc e : English,
French, Spanish, Russian and Chinese as follows:
1.

Provisional agenda (E/CONF. 66 /1)

2.

Draft provisional rules of procedure (E/CONF.66/2)

3. Report on current trends and changes in the status and roles of women and
major obstacles to be overcome in the achievement of equal right s , opportunities and
responsibilities (E/CONF.66/3)and Add.land 2)
4. Report on the integration of women in the development proce ss as equal partners
with men (E/CONF.66/4)
(more)
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Draft world plan of action (E/CONF.66/6)

In addition a number of other background documents will be issued in the original
language; and, if funds are available, will be translated.
WHAT WILL BE THE OUTCOME OF THE CONFERENCE?
A major objective of the Conference will
be the adoption of a world plan of action outlining objectives and goals for the
decade 1975-1985. The draft plan contains recommendations for national, regional and
international action and stresses the need to increase the role of women in the development process and ensure that they play a greater role in the decision-making process as well as receive their share in the benefits of development. Specific areas
dealt with cover international co-operation and peace; political participation;
education and training; employment and related economic roles; health and nutrition;
the family; population; housing and related facilities; and social services. Mass
communications media as agents for social change in respect of attitudes towards sex
roles are also dealt with. Measures to improve data collection, research and analysis
are also included in the draft plan with a view to strengthening the statistical base
for launching appropriate programmes.
':ies

CAN JOURNALISTS ATTEND THE CONFERENCE?
Journalists accredited to the United Nations
may attend the Conference proceedings. As space in the Conference Centre is extremely
limited, however, a number of facilities are being considered, including closedcircuit television, so that journalists can follow its deliberations if they cannot
be present in the Conference or Committee rooms. Some kind of pool arrangement is
also being envisaged.
WHERE DO JOURNALISTS WISHING TO COVER THE CONFERENCE GET ACCREDITATION?
Correspondents
may obtain accreditation through Mr. Kenneth Kelly, Room 386, United Nations, New
York 10017. A letter on official letterhead signed by the editor will obtain the
necessary accreditation which can be picked up in the press room at the Conference
site, Tlatelolco, Mexico City, the day before the opening of the Conference or during
the Conference.
ARE THERE SPECIAL EVENTS FOR JOURNALISTS BEFORE THE CONFERENCE?
A special ENCOUNTER
FOR JOURNALISTS built around the International Women's Year themes of Equality, Development, and Peace will be held at the Medical Centre from 16 to 18 June. The
ENCOUNTER, which is being organized by the Centre for Economic and Social Information
of the United Nations Office of Public Information, will consist of morning panel
discussion and informal group discussions in the afternoon. It will be open to all
journalists accredited to the Conference, including approximately 50 fellows from
developing countries.
ARE THERE ANY OTHER EVENTS FOR JOURNALISTS?
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), in conjunction with CESI will sponsor a media
workshop primarily aimed at Third World media representatives on 3 and 4 July, following the close of the Conference. The workshop will explore ways of improving news
coverage by all the media with a view to ending traditional bias and giving a finer
reflection of women's role in society.

ers

WILL THERE BE OTHER ACTIVITIES FOR THOSE NON-GOVERNMENTAL OBSERVERS WHO CANNOT AT'IEND
THE FORMAL CONFERENCE SESSIONS?
There will be a Tribune, similar to the ones held
for previous similar world conferences in Stockholm and Bucharest on the Environment
and Population, in which interested non-governmental organizations may participate.
(more)
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19 June to 2 July.

HOW CAN NGO's AND INTERESTED PERSONS RECEIVE MORE INFORMATION ON THE TRIBUNE? By
writ ing to Ms . Mildred Persinger, Room 815, 345 East 46th Street, New York, N. Y. 10017 .
ARE THERE ANY OTHER EVENTS CONNECTED WITH THE CONFERENCE?
The American Assoc i ation
for the Advancement of Science is organizing a seminar on "Women in Development",
16 to 18 June, co-sponsored by the United Nations Institute for Training and Research
(UNITAR) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) . The local sponsor wi l l
be the Mexican National Council of Science and Technology (CONACYT) .
WHAT WILL THIS SEMINAR FOCUS ON?
As presently planned, there will be some 60 par t icipants, men and women, consisting of 15 experts with knowledge of development imple mentation, many with field experience, plus 45 resource people, academics and devel opers. Six of the experts will write resource papers as well as act as dis cuss i on
leaders and rapporteurs. It is foreseen that six workshops will run conc urrently:
food production and processing; a l location and rural trade; urban living, trading and
other employment; education; communication and women's organizations; health, nutri tion and family planning; co-operatives and credit; and small technology .
WHAT DOES THIS PARTICULAR SEMINAR EXPECT TO ACCOMPLISH?
The seminar will pr ovide a
meeting ground for experts, volunteers and resource people who have been working on
development schemes. It will examine changing roles of women and study the possibi lity that development can sometimes constrain rather than enhance women's role in
society. The seminar will also provide speakers for the Tribune (see above).
WHEN WILL EXPERTS FOR THIS SEMINAR FIRST MEET? A briefing session for the experts is
planned for Saturday, 14 June and on Sunday, 15 June, a reception will be held to
welcome all participants.
WHAT LANGUAGES WILL THE SEMINAR WORK IN?
English, French and Spanish translations
will be offered and documents will be provided in these languages.
WHERE MAY ONE OBTAIN MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS SEMINAR?
The seminar is being
organized by Michele Bo Bramsen, Programme Co-ordinator, American Association for the
Advancement of Science, Office of International Science, 1776 Massachusetts Avenue,N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20036. Telephone: (202) 467-4400. Cable address: ADVANCESCI
WASHINGTON D.C.
WHO MAY ONE CONTACT FOR INFORMATION RELATING TO THE WORLD CONFERENCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR?
Miss Noreen Maxwell, Director of the Unlted Nations Infor mation
Centre in Rabat, Morocco, has been appointed Director of Information for the Conference.
(Address: UNIC, "easier ONU", Rabat, Morocco.) She will be assisted by Hugo Rocha,
Chief of the Information Support Section, Office of Public Information, United Nations,
Room 260-B, New York 10017. Telephone: (212) 754-1234 extension 3128. Ms . Maxwell
will be at the Tlatelolco Conference area press room before and during the Conference.
WHO MAY ONE CONTACT FOR INFORMATION RELATING TO INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR?
For
information relating to International Women's Year you may contact:
Mrs. Sally Swing Shelley, Chief of Information for International Women's Year in the
Office of Public Informati on, United Nati o~s, Room 1045-B, New Ycrk, N.Y. 10017.
Telephone: (212) 754-1234 ext ension 4861.
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